
MINUTES OF THE HELLIFIELD ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY
12TH MAY 2022 IN HELLIFIELD INSTITUTE 
Present:  Councillors J Sleath, B Hills, M Kenning
M Blackwell (Clerk), J Sleath (Clerk) Outgoing Chairman B Hugill
Members of Public: 2
The outgoing Chairman Brian Hugill welcomed everybody and declared the Annual Meeting open at 7:00pm.

1.  Apologies:  District Cllr Moorby, County Cllr Myers. 
2.  Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting on Thursday 20th May 2021 were approved and signed by the outgoing Chairman, Brian Hugill. (The minutes had been previously approved by email by the outgoing council)
3. Business arising from the Minutes – None.
4.  Chairman’s Report – presented by the outgoing Chairman, Brian Hugill:
“My report this year is slightly different to previous ones as it is my last final report as Chairman. Having being co-opted to the council in June 2003, becoming vice chair in 2004 and then chairman in 2005, I have seen a lot of improvements and achievements by the parish council during my rein of almost 19 years. Here is a summary of the more memorable ones:

· Station Road playing field had a complete refurbishment with various funding, grants and 106 monies. MP Julian Smith opened it in September 2010

· Both Station Road and Thorndale Street playgrounds have been well maintained with various new equipment installed (with huge input from former Cllr Bob Moore) 

· Flooding in the centre of the village became an issue, especially after the Hammerton estate was built. Meetings and pressure applied to Craven District Council led them to agree to pay for replacing a section of old culvert down the side of the Institute allowing surface water from the new houses to be piped into it further upstream. Unfortunately, it meant the public toilets had to be demolished. 

· CDC refurbished the car park and HPC liaised with them to maintain the grass, lighting and to keep it free of charge to use.

· We have been consulted on a vast range of planning applications and I have attended many site visits and spoke at planning meetings & consulted about the parish boundary changes

· Four years ago, we embarked u [on a street light upgrade programme to replace 57 parish street lights to LED due to their age and condition and to save electricity costs. Together with our clerk Mary we engaged NYCC along with Electricity NW and withs some input on my part, we completed the programme within budget and timescale. In fact, I connected the final new light on my last day as Chairman. 

· The Land on the Hammerton approach was transferred to HPC by the developers which enabled us to build a bus shelter.  Recently I installed a light in the shelter following a spate of vandalism and arson. 

· The parish council provided hanging baskets and plants along with the troughs at either end of the underpass and the village markers. In addition, we have provided and installed the village Christmas tree and lights. Hard wiring was put place last year which will make installation in future years more straight forward. 

· In my term I’ve attended 2 services for the licensing of new vicars for our parish – the latest being the Revd James Rodley who has recently joined us.

· The War Memorial had a complete refurbishment and a very formal rededication service was organised by the British Legion.

· Along with my vice chair, Cllr David Statt, we have attended the Annual Remembrance Service each year.  Doing the readings, laying a wreath and reading the names on the War Memorial is a very moving experience which I feel very privileged to be part of.

· We have organised 2 beacons on Haw Hill - thanks to the land owners for giving us their permission. I was very involved with both and pleased to say they were very well attended

· The allotments have been maintained and well used and there is usually waiting list of villagers wanting one. 

· The parish council maintain the 16 benches around the village and replace them when necessary.  The latest being a new bench to commemorate the Platinum Jubilee. The family of the late former councillor Lloyd Popay has also replaced a bench in his memory down Back Lane.

· Ex-councillor Bob Moor set up the village Emergency Plan in conjunction with NYCC.  During the recent floods, councillors were monitoring the beck and flooding on the square.

I’ve worked with four different clerks in my term as Chairman and how things have changed in 19 years. My first clerk was the late Angela Lawson. Back then in 2003 Angela used to run round the village putting planning applications and correspondence through councillors’ doors for reading and passing on to the next councillor (who hopefully wasn’t away). And to where we are today with emails, WhatsApp and Zoom meetings in the pandemic, when our clerk did a fantastic job of getting every one online despite the limited technical ability of some of our councillors!  

On that note, I’d like to thank Mary our Clerk (who’s retiring soon after 8 years) who has really moved HPC forward on the technology and communication front and James our Handyman, who continues to keep our village clean and tidy. I’ve said it before, we are very fortunate to have such good employees, without them very little would have happened, so thank you both. 

And finally, I’d like to thank all the parish councillors I’ve worked with and the other volunteers, without which our village wouldn’t be half the place it is.

I can’t name you all, but on behalf of Hellifield Parish Council, as outgoing Chairman, thank you all so much for your valued input and contributions, and I hope it continues for the new council. 

It’s been a privilege to have served the community for almost 19 years 

And my best wishes to you all especially our new clerk Mrs Julie Sleath and 

the new councillors for the future challenges that lay ahead.
5 Reports from Charities – All read out by the outgoing Chairman in the absence of the various representatives.
5.1 Settle and District Aid in Sickness Report (Read out on behalf of Bob Moore, SADAISF representative)
“The Settle and District Aid in Sickness Fund is a registered charity, operating since 1960, and its entire purpose is to help people with those increased costs.  The Fund makes one-off gifts to applicants in Settle Parish and all the eleven parishes that surround Settle.

Examples of the kind of help available are towards the cost of:

- travel to hospital both for patient appointments and for family visits

- winter fuel bills for the housebound or immobile

- equipment to help with immobility

- domestic help

The Charity aims to help those who are less well off, but there are no formal means tests.  Applications are handled in the strictest confidence, there are no age limits and no complicated procedures or forms to be filled out.  The amount of each gift is at the discretion of the Trustees, except the rules say there can be no commitment to recurring gifts.

Throughout the various pressures during the past two years of the pandemic, the charity has been able to continue providing support to a number of people. Because the charity is not able to carry over surplus income, in recent years it has been decided that any surplus income not used for individual support, will be passed to an organization that provides support for those in need in our area. Surplus this year and last has been sent to support the work of a number of hospices serving both adults and children.

I have been the trustee representing Hellifield for a number of years and this is a role I took on as a Parish Councillor. However, the role can be done by anyone nominated by the Parish Council. If the new Parish Council wishes me to continue in the role, then I am happy to do so but equally happy for someone new to take on the role. Whoever is to be the Hellifield trustee must be approved by HPC and their nomination sent to the charity chair, Janet Heap”
5.2 Long Preston Relief in Need Charity – (Read out on behalf of James Hordern, representative of the charity):
“The Long Preston and District Relief in Need Charity is an old charity dating back to around 1732 when local gentry bequeathed part of their estates to assist the residents of the ancient parish of Long Preston in times of financial need. The current charity is an amalgamation of these and a number of other small charities that provided the same sort of assistance in an area covering Long Preston, Hellifield, Halton West and Wigglesworth. 
 In 2021 the charity is managed by 2 trustees, but can have up to 8 trustees: 
· One trustee nominated by Hellifield Parish Council, Jimmy Hordern 
· One Trustee nominated by Wigglesworth Parish Meeting, Shirley Wales 
 Trustees who have left their position in 2020; 
· One ex-officio trustee, Rev Stuart Stobart (Left the Parish part way through 2020 – replacement not yet appointed.) 
· One trustee nominated by Long Preston Parish Council, Paul Morley 
· Up to three co-opted trustees appointed by the charity’s trustees, currently all these posts are vacant. 
The aim remains the same today as it did when the first charities were originally created, to help our local residents with small financial grants in times of need. Applications are treated on their own merit as every need is different and may be eased in different ways. With the recent, unprecedented, impact that the COVID-19 Pandemic and increase in Energy costs will have on people’s working lives it is anticipated that there may be more applications made in the 2021 year. 
 Due to the Pandemic, there has been little opportunity to meet as an organization, but it has also meant there has been no requests for support throughout the whole year. 
 Our assets are small standing and £4,290.48 is available for awarding grants. In the last financial year, FY2021, NO grants were awarded”. 
5.3 Trustees of Hellifield Institute – (Read out on behalf of Ann Taylor, Chairman of the Trustees):
“The Institute emerged from strict Covid-19 restrictions in June 2021, with the first Coffee Morning being embraced enthusiastically by regulars.  It was clear that many single residents welcomed the opportunity to interact again, even if it entailed social distancing.  The numbers attending have gone from strength to strength and although not back to our pre Covid attendance, these mornings have provided an additional income stream and an informal meeting point for Trustees and other village ‘organisers.’

As in 2O20, the Institute benefitted from ‘lockdown’ grants and ended 2021 in an even stronger financial position than the previous year.  This relative affluence means the Trustees have been able to continue to offer free facilities to villagers until the end of 2022 as well as reduce charges for commercial hirers.  This offer has been made very much in line with the spirit of our governing document.  Along with this benefit to the community, we have also managed to:

· fund the refurbishment of the foyer doors and windows (which were damaged the previous year)- improving the visual impact of the entrance, being more heat efficient and enabling easier access for disabled visitors;

· purchase a taller ladder with a secure platform for access to the lighting and gutters;

· buy a higher specification projector;

· replace our aged vacuum cleaner;

· offer some different forms of entertainment, which have been sponsored by Rural Arts England and normally would have been too expensive for us to risk staging;

· start the process of remodelling the Yorke room with a view to improving it for letting purposes and facilitating secure and easier storage of all our equipment, tables and chairs. This will be the main focus of our plan for 2022.

Much of 2021 has been positive for our Board.  We have expanded the range of activities offered, increased numbers for some clubs and recruited more helpers and two new Trustees.  The 200 Club continued to raise a beneficial amount of money, although we will target this as an area for expansion in 2023.  The Christmas Show was extremely successful both as a quality entertainment involving 24 people and as a source of revenue, with both nights ‘sold out’!  We will look forward to the collaboration between the Choir and Shauvon for this year’s extravaganza.  Our goal to be greener has been assisted by two additional bins and we are continuing to replace non-recyclables with more environmentally friendly solutions. 

Janet returned to cleaning duties in January, when they spent 3 months ‘deep cleaning’ and together have undertaken additional sanitation duties weekly. They are to be thanked for keeping us ‘spic and span’ and Covid compliant.  Jen Darling has proved a valuable committee member, ensuring the bins are put out, the library books are sorted and the yard is swept regularly.  Chris Kershaw has continued to be a stalwart support for all sound and lighting for shows and we are pleased to be able to supplement his efforts with the addition of Trustee Michael and volunteers Mick Cardus and Andrew Wilkinson.  Barry Hills and Helliarts also provided valuable help for the show.  Sadly, Kat Kellett could no longer maintain her commitment but we are thankful for her help for most of 2021 and promised support in future.  We are pleased to enlist Libby Hankins as our Facebook facilitator, Andrew Dakin to assist with general maintenance and Stan and Liz Kilburn for yard duties and coffee mornings.

Ann Taylor was elected as Chair of Trustees at the 2021 AGM and is fortunate that the outgoing Chair left all matters in order and the Institute in a sound financial position.  Our official thanks must go to Andrew Crabtree for this and his continued support as our external financial examiner.  Richard Brown completed another year as Treasurer and it is with great gratitude and sadness that we bid him farewell after 5 years dedicated service to the Board.  My induction as Chair has been painless owing to the tireless support and effort of my fellow Trustees: Dave Clements, Karen Dunwoodie, Heather Leak and Ken Leak.  I look forward to Michael Robinson and Paul Surbuts further strengthening our team.  No-one should underestimate the time that each Trustee gives on a weekly basis to ensure that the Village Institute continues to be well maintained and a viable venue to hire.

Hopefully, 2022 will be a restriction free year and we can look to resolve the subsidence issue, refurbish the Yorke Room and expand the number and range of villagers using the Institute”.

5.4 Settle Swimming Pool Report – (Read out on behalf of the Pool Trustees):
Settle Area Swimming Pool was built as a result of the efforts and enthusiasm of local people and still, to this day, is a pool for and enjoyed by the local community. It operates as a registered charity and is managed by a dedicated group of people who oversee the running of the pool and its financial viability.

We have always enjoyed a strong relationship with our local communities who have supported our efforts to raise additional funds to balance our books. It is a well-known fact that single swimming pools find it hard to raise enough income to fully cover costs, so for many years we raised funds through a popular paper recycling project and a 200 club. More recently we have run a very successful charity shop and online business.

The Pool was built in 1974 and in the past 15 years the building has been deteriorating and the facilities becoming worn and out of date. In the past few years, the trustees have made strenuous efforts to raise funds to replace and improve our changing rooms and lobby and to add an additional hall space to allow us to expand the range of our activities and to increase our income. These plans were advertised at our 2018 AGM, at a social fundraising event and in our charity shop.

In 2019 we were supported by Sport England to develop a new business plan and then received funding from Sport England and Craven District Council in 2020 which together with our own local fundraising we were able to apply for planning permission and set a contract to undertake the work which started in October 2021.

This work took place against a background of Covid restrictions which necessitated lockdowns with the staff on furlough and when we were open, we were required to run at a 50% capacity which clearly influenced our income level. Once our extensions started, we were able to make some adjustments we were able to keep the pool open and to maintain regular swimming sessions, school swimming and children’s lessons. However, this positive response was wiped out by the effects of Storm Arwen in November 2021, which took off half of the Pool Hall roof which meant that the Pool has had to close completely. We were covered by insurance and are currently awaiting the go ahead from our insurance for us to replace this roof. We now understand that it is likely that the Pool and its new facilities will reopen in September 2022.

The costs of our building work have of course risen in line with the general increase in material and labour prices over the past year so we are exploring yet again new ways of funding whilst at the same time hoping that you, as one of our long-standing supporting organisations, will continue to find ways of supporting our developments. We have a long list of equipment we would like to buy; our new roof has given us an excellent opportunity to install solar panels (£18,000) and new pool electric pumps (£8000) which will reduce our bills in the future so we are actively raising money for these additions”.

5.5 Hellifield WI Report – (Read out on behalf of Sheila Kershaw and Judith Northin, Joint Presidents of Hellifield WI):
“The last Annual Meeting of the Hellifield W.I. took place via ZOOM in May 2021.

At the beginning of this report, I would like to thank all of you for continuing to support the W.I. in our village.  I would also like to thank the committee for their work and for all the volunteers who have supported events over the last year

The new Committee comprising:
Sheila Kershaw and Judith Northin
Joint Presidents

Rosemary Padget-Roberts

Joint Secretary/Correspondence 

Carol Weston-Moore


Joint Secretary/Minutes 

Sue Earl Armstrong


Treasurer

The Committee met monthly, initially under guidance from Karen Dunwoodie to whom we all owe a debt of gratitude for keeping Hellifield W.I. going in difficult times.  We met hoping to plan for our first meeting face to face, which was dependent on the Covid rules and of course any future lockdowns.

The first meeting held in the Village Hall in August, was planned as a social gathering, meant to allow people to get together in a safe environment and to enjoy catching up with people they had only managed to wave at for almost 2 years.

Other meetings followed giving us the chance to make craft goods, learn more about books and Art and even Glasswork!  We are fortunate to have a member Ewa who works with glass.  Small groups were invited to visit her studio in Hellifield, a real treat.

The Christmas celebration was a Jacob’s Join with entertainment.  A real success!  In the New Year we have had a flower demonstration, A talk about Bentham Pet Rescue and a fascinating talk on Famous Yorkshire People.

In September we held a Coffee Morning manned by volunteers, more will be held in 2022 and of course we know we will be able to rely on members for help. The W.I. were again asked to provide the refreshments for the annual ‘Switch on’ of Hellifield Christmas lights. Volunteers again rose to the challenge, taking all necessary precautions re Covid.

The Area Carol Service was held in Barnoldswick and Sheila and Judith represented Hellifield.

Members will have noticed the banner which is proudly displayed above the screen in the Village Hall.  Permission was given for this to be taken out of storage and displayed.

This year we had an invitation to Ingleton W.I. Centenary Birthday Party.  Two of our members were lucky to attend and reported back on all the sumptuous food they had the opportunity to try, alongside a piece of Birthday Cake!

We must mention the members who have suffered throughout the last few years, some we have lost, some who have moved away, but all who left us with memories. There is also the wider community of Hellifield where there has been more suffering and loss.  We think of them all.

Lastly, after the trials and tribulations of the past few years, we look to a positive future with hopefully an increase in the number of our members. Existing members have been very supportive and we do thank you for ‘putting up with’ your inexperienced committee (former committee members still in post not included).  However, we do need more help. Some members have indicated a willingness to help but as always more are needed. We are, at the moment relying on Sue as Treasurer.  She has to travel to us from Barnoldswick.  At the same time as looking after our money she is heavily involved in area affairs.  It would be good if we could find a treasurer from our own members.  Rosemary is standing down from her post as Correspondence Secretary and will be missed.  Thank you for all your assistance this year.

June of this year is the Platinum Jubilee.  It has been decided that we will celebrate this at our meeting later in June, with a ‘Jubilee Bash’.  More details to come! A big thank you once again for your continued support”.

5.6 Hellifield Beer Festival Report (Read out on behalf of Hellifield Beer Festival Committee):

“Since its inception in 2013, The Hellifield Beer Festival has been an annual village event apart from 2020 and 2021 when it had to be cancelled due to the COVID pandemic. 

Having held the first three festivals at Hellifield House, and the following two at The Black Horse Hotel, we are now holding the festival this year at the Village Hall (Institute) for the third time.

In the first year we had 34 barrels of real ale.  Since 2014, we have slowly increased the offering to include cider and now each year we have 30 barrels of real ale and 15 ciders. 

The festival continues to be funded initially by sponsorship, and this year we have had to increase the barrel sponsorship to £95 for a full barrel and £50 for a half barrel. The decision to increase the rates was not taken lightly but in times of rising costs and inflationary busting increases in the price of a barrel, there was no real alternative.  Sponsorship had remained at the same level for the previous seven festivals, despite increasing prices but following Covid and economic pressure, this was no longer feasible.

The benefits of barrel sponsorship include advertising in the programme and on the barrel.  They also get free entry and some free beer tokens, based on the level of sponsorship as follows:

Full barrel:
Entry for two;

8 drinks tokens

Half barrel:
 Entry for one;

4 drinks tokens

To help counter the increase in sponsorship rates, sponsors now get double the number of free tokens from last time.

Barrel sponsors include a mix of businesses in addition to many individuals – all of whom just want to support a great annual event that also raises money for local good causes.  

Each year we also have a glass sponsor who makes a contribution to the cost of the glasses and in turn gets named on the glass as well as in the programme.  We have also seen the cost of glasses increase quite considerably by 40%.  At the last festival, the glasses were £1.27 each but have now increased to £1.80. This is also after shopping around for a new supplier.  

For the last few years, the Hellifield Gala Committee has provided all the food over both days of the festival and the committee have indicated their willingness to help out again irrespective of the status of the Gala which is currently uncertain.

This year we are charging £6 entrance (which gets a programme, a commemorative glass and two free tokens).  Additional tokens are sold at £7 for a strip of four (£1.75 each)  

Since 2017, the festival has also been joined by a sponsored Mountain Bike Ride.  This was run and co-ordinated by Alec Hesleden who is a member of the Beer Festival Committee.  Alex is unable to physically take part this year however, another keen cyclist has indicated his willingness to help out but as yet full details have not been confirmed.   The bike ride is held on the Saturday morning of the festival and in the past has raised on average £950 each time.

Each year we average 350 - 400 people over the Friday and Saturday festival and take approximately £3,500 in sales (entry and tokens), £2,700 in sponsorship, and £450 in raffles.  

After expenses, the main cost of which is the beer and cider, the surplus is distributed as donations.  At the last festival in 2019, taken together with the Mountain Bike sponsorship, we were able to pay out £3,900 in donations to local causes and organisations such as Hellifield Hotshots (ladies rounders team), St Aidan’s Church, Hellifield Primary, Hellifield Institute, Hellifield First Responders, Hellifield Methodist, Hellifield Age Concern, the Village Magazine (Herald), etc.

In total over the 7 years of the festival, we have helped 31 beneficiaries in the sum of £22,235, and at the same time provided a great weekend for all to enjoy.  The only donation that we give that is not for a local group is approx. £300 each year to Yorkshire Air Ambulance.  Each year we seek beneficiaries (old and new) to apply for funds.  Repeat beneficiaries are encouraged”

6. District and County Councillors Reports
6.1 District Cllr Moorby reported: 
“It has been quite an eventful year at Craven District Council. The main issue that will affect all the people of Craven is the new Unitary Authority which will, on the 1st April 2023, take over the whole of North Yorkshire. The elections for this authority took place on 5th May and the Conservative Member, Simon Myers of Hellifield was duly elected for the district of Gargrave, Malhamdale, Hellifield and Long Preston. I feel sure Simon will work hard for the people of Hellifield. I am not sure what changes will be made but I hope they do not have a detrimental effect on Craven. Of course, I have my fears going forward as we are right on the edge of North Yorkshire. 

Things will carry on as now for the next eleven months including the waste collection, licensing and planning, as we all will remain as District Councillor's until the 1st of April. 

We haven't heard a great deal about the Flashes and the planning application for the 99 lodges over the last couple of years but I have been informed that this will be coming before planning committee in the next few months and, as in the past I will work as hard as ever to get the best deal for the people of both Hellifield and Long Preston. I am amazed that the damage done to the Flashes has had such a detrimental effect on the wildlife, I have seen hardly any lapwings nesting on the moors like they used to. 

We will also have to see what will happen with the Station and very importantly the lack of parking if things move forward with opening the line to Clitheroe for passengers as this will mean that Hellifield becomes a very important junction. 

I like to think that since 1974 Craven District Council has played an important role, even though it has had some bumps along the way and mistakes have been made as happens in life. I would like to think that I have helped steer the council on the straight and narrow over the ten years that I have had the privilege of being member and representing Hellifield and Long Preston. As I say I will be representing you all up to the 1st April 2023”
6.2 County Councillor Report: There was no County Councillor Report as County Cllr Myers had only just
been elected to the role the week before.
7. Parishioners Items and Questions. None.
The outgoing Chairman Brian Hugill thanked everyone for attending the meeting and wished the new parish council much success for the future.
The meeting ended at 7.35 pm.

Signed ………………………………………………Dated ………………………………………..
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